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1. Introduction 

Avenue Bowls Club are committed to ensuring that everyone who participates in bowls 
can do so in a safe positive and enjoyable environment. All participants are entitled to 

feel safe and protected from any form of abuse and neglect. 

The Bowls Development Alliance (BDA), as the umbrella organisation for the development of 
the sport of bowls, works with all the National Governing Bodies (NGB’s) of bowls to provide a 
framework of policies and procedures which help ensure a safe environment for everyone to 
enjoy playing bowls. Everyone in the bowls family has a part to play in safeguarding adults and 
children who play our sport. For the purposes of this policy and related procedures, the bowls 
family comprises: the Bowls Development Alliance, the National Governing Bodies (Bowls 
England, British Crown Green Bowling Association, English Bowling Federation, English 
Indoor Bowling Association, English Short Mat Bowling Association), players, coaches, 
umpires/officials, and supporters.  

Avenue Bowls Club are committed to safeguarding adults and children in line with local and  
national legislation and guidelines, with best practice in accordance with the BDA and the 
NGB, Bowls England policies. 

• Safeguarding Children in Bowls Policy – 2022  
• Safeguarding Adults in Bowls Policy - 2022   
• Anti-bullying Policy - 2022  

We will safeguard children and adults at risk by ensuring that our activities are delivered in a 
way which keeps children and adults safe.  

We are committed to creating a culture of zero-tolerance of harm to children and adults 
which necessitates: the recognition of those who may be at risk and the circumstances which 
may increase risk; knowing how abuse, exploitation, or neglect manifests itself; and being 
willing to report safeguarding concerns. This extends to recognising and reporting harm 
experienced anywhere, including within our activities, within other organised community or 
voluntary activities, in the community, in the person’s own home and in any care setting.  

2. Objectives 
Safety:  
Ensure that all children participating in club activities are safe and protected from harm. 
Supervision:  
Require that all minors under 18 are always accompanied by a responsible adult or guardian. 
Awareness:  
Promote awareness and understanding of child protection issues among members, staff, and 
volunteers. 
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3. Key Principles 
Safeguarding:   
Protect children from physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, as well as neglect and 
exploitation. 
Supervision:  
Ensure that minors are always supervised by a responsible adult or guardian while at the club 
or participating in club activities. 
Reporting:  
Establish clear procedures for reporting and responding to child protection concerns. 

4. Responsibilities 
Club Committee:  
The club committee is responsible for the implementation and monitoring of this policy. They 
will ensure that all staff and volunteers are aware of their responsibilities and are 
appropriately trained. 
Members, Staff, and Volunteers:   
All members, staff, and volunteers are responsible for adhering to this policy and for reporting 
any concerns about a child’s welfare. 

5. Procedures 
Registration and Consent: Ensure that all children participating in club activities have 
completed registration forms and that parental consent has been obtained. 
Supervision Requirements: 
All minors under 18 must be always accompanied by a responsible adult or guardian. 
The responsible adult or guardian must remain on-site during the child’s participation in club 
activities. 

6. Policy Statement  
The Avenue Bowls Club believe everyone has the right to live free from abuse or neglect 
regardless of age, ability or disability, sex, race, religion, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, 
marital or gender status.  

We are committed to creating and maintaining a safe and positive environment and an open, 
listening culture where people feel able to share concerns without fear of retribution. The 
Club in accordance with the BDA and Bowls NGBs acknowledge that safeguarding is 
everybody’s responsibility and are committed to prevent abuse and neglect through 
safeguarding the welfare of all children and adults involved in bowls.  

Physical and mental health, well-being, ability, disability and need for care and support can 
affect a person’s resilience. We recognise that some people experience barriers, for example, 
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to communication in raising concerns or seeking help. We recognise that all these factors can 
vary at different points in people’s lives. We recognise that there is a legal framework within 
which sports need to work to safeguard children and adults who have needs for care and 
support and for protecting those who are unable to take action to protect themselves and will 
act in accordance with the relevant safeguarding legislation and with local statutory 
safeguarding procedures. 

7. Reporting Concerns: 
Encourage members, staff, and volunteers to report any concerns about a child’s welfare to 
the designated Safeguarding Officer(s). 
The safeguarding Officer(s) will take appropriate action, including reporting concerns to 
external authorities if necessary. 

8. Reporting and Handling Concerns 
Confidential Reporting:  
Concerns about a child’s welfare can be reported confidentially to the Safeguarding Officer(s) 
or any committee member. 
Investigation:  
All reports will be taken seriously and investigated promptly. Safeguarding Officer(s) will 
handle investigations discreetly and with respect for all parties involved. 
Action:  
If necessary, appropriate action will be taken, including contacting external child protection 
agencies. 

9. Code of Conduct: 
Establish a code of conduct for members, staff, and volunteers that promotes safe and 
respectful interactions with children. 
Ensure that inappropriate behaviour towards children is not tolerated and is addressed 
promptly. 

Actions taken by the Club, County, BDA and Bowls NGBs will be consistent with the 
principles of adult safeguarding ensuring that any action taken is prompt, proportionate and 
that it includes and respects the voice of the adult concerned. 

The Avenue Bowls Club will:  
• Adopt the Bowls England safeguarding policies and procedures.  
• Adopt safe practice in the recruitment, training and supervision of staff, coaches, and 

volunteers.  
• Nominate and advertise to members the existence of Club Safeguarding Officers  
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• Promote safeguarding training opportunities to the Club Safeguarding Officers and 
other club members.  

• Have a safe and fair membership policy. 
• Club Safeguarding Officers will be given access to information appropriate to their 

role. 

10. The Club Safeguarding Officer’s 
DENISE MILLS (LEAD) 

 

07455 355344 

MARK SMITH (DEPUTY) 

 

07783 550181 

Avenuebowls.safeguarding@outlook.com  

11. Good Coaching Practice  
Avenue Bowls Club Coaches, have a very important part to play in protecting adults at risk 
from potential harm and are often the first to recognise and raise concerns. 

Avenue Bowls Club confirm that all coaches have read this Policy and any related procedures 
and are aware of the process to follow, to deal with any concerns. All coaches have an outline 
to safeguarding included within their Level 1 or 2 coaching course and are recommended to 
attend a Coach Bowls Safeguarding Course. 

Coaches will never be left alone with an individual or group and it is recommended that at 
least one adult present is the same gender as the bowler or group of bowlers. 

The Coach will hold an appropriate qualification, comply with minimum age requirements, 
have relevant insurance cover, have a current DBS and have read and understood the 
Safeguarding Adults in Bowls Policy, the Safeguarding Children in Bowls Policy plus the 
following policies of their NGB:  

• Code of conduct for coaches  
• Equality Policy 
• Health and Safety Policy  

mailto:Avenuebowls.safeguarding@outlook.com
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The club’s policy and procedures will be widely promoted and are mandatory for everyone 
involved in Avenue Bowls Club. Failure to comply with the policy and procedures will be 
addressed and may result in dismissal/exclusion from the club. The club’s safeguarding 
policy will be reviewed every year, or sooner in the following circumstances: 

• changes in legislation and/or government guidance  
• as required by the Local Safeguarding Children Board or BDA  
• because of any other significant change or event. 

12. ANNEXES 
 

Bowls Engalnd - 

Safeguarding-Children-Policy-V10-Feb-2022.pdf             
Bowls England - 

Safeguarding-Adults-Policy-V2-2022.pdf 

 


